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Coordinator Report on 2017 Agency Priorities 
 
The following information was provided by DPIIC agencies in advance of the meeting to highlight specific 
activities related to 2017 agency priorities. Additional updates will be provided at the meeting.  
 

 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 
 

Proposition 1 Restoration Grant Programs 
CDFW established two new grant programs to fund multi-benefit ecosystem and watershed protection 
and restoration projects, as outlined in Proposition 1 (PDF). The Watershed Restoration Grant Program 
focuses on water quality, river, and watershed protection and restoration projects of statewide 
importance outside of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta). The Delta Water Quality and 
Ecosystem Restoration Grant Program focuses on water quality, ecosystem restoration and fish 
protection facilities that benefit the Delta. 
 
The Draft Proposal Solicitation Notice for Fiscal Year 2017-18 (PDF) is now available for review and 
public comment. The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is seeking high quality grant 
proposals for multi-benefit ecosystem restoration and protection projects that meet the priorities in this 
Proposal Solicitation Notice (Solicitation), which contribute to the objectives of Proposition 1 (Water 
Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014), California Water Action Plan, State 
Wildlife Action Plan, Delta Plan, California EcoRestore, and the fulfillment of CDFW’s Mission. Email 
comments to WatershedGrants@Wildlife.ca.gov. 
 
Additional information can be found here: 
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Watersheds/Restoration-Grants    
 

Delta Conservation Framework 
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife is working with federal, state, and local agencies, and the 
Delta stakeholder community to develop a high-level conservation framework for the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta, Yolo Bypass and Suisun Marsh. Building on prior Delta planning efforts, the Delta 
Conservation Framework will serve as the long-term continuation of California EcoRestore, a recent 
California Natural Resources Agency led Delta restoration implementation initiative. The Delta 
Conservation Framework will be completed by 2017 and will guide Delta conservation efforts to 2050. 
 
Additional information can be found here: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/conservation/watersheds/dcf  
 

 

California Department of Food and Agriculture 
 

 

Healthy Soils Incentives Program 
CDFA appropriated $7.5 million in FY 2016-17 to develop and administer a new incentive and 
demonstration program on the CA Healthy Soils Initiative from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. The 

http://bondaccountability.resources.ca.gov/PDF/Prop1/PROPOSITION_1_text.pdf
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=141386&inline
mailto:WatershedGrants@Wildlife.ca.gov
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Watersheds/Restoration-Grants
http://resources.ca.gov/ecorestore/
http://resources.ca.gov/
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/conservation/watersheds/dcf
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objective of this new Healthy Soils Program is to build soil carbon and reduce agricultural greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions. 
 
Public and stakeholder input for the development of program framework will take place through public 
meetings of the Environmental Farming Act — Science Advisory Panel. 
 
The second public meeting on program framework development took place on March 16, 2017. In 
partnership with the Environmental Farming Act Science Advisory Panel, CDFA’s Office of Environmental 
Farming and Innovation is seeking comments on the Healthy Soils Program framework. Key components 
of the framework are described in the PowerPoint presentation linked within the meeting information 
binder. CDFA will accept comment letters until April 17, 2017. All comment letters should be sent to 
cdfa.oefi@cdfa.ca.gov. The next meeting of the Environmental Farming Act Science Advisory Panel will 
take place on May 18th, 2017.  
 
Additional details on location and timing will be updated on this webpage: 
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/  
 

State Water Efficiency and Enhancement Program 
The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) is pleased to announce, in coordination with 
the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and the Department of Water Resources (DWR), a 
competitive grant application process for the 2017 State Water Efficiency and Enhancement Program 
(SWEEP). The 2017 SWEEP funding arises from the Budget Act of 2016, AB 1613, which authorizes CDFA 
to support greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reductions through water and energy efficiency grants 
promoting water and energy savings. SWEEP is part of California Climate Investments funded through 
the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. The program’s objective is to provide financial incentives for 
California agricultural operations to invest in irrigation systems that reduce GHG emissions and save 
water. 
 
Additional information can be found here: https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/sweep/  
 

California Natural Resources Agency 
 
 

California Water Action Plan 
The Governor directed the California Natural Resources Agency, the California Environmental Protection 
Agency, and the California Department of Food and Agriculture to identify key actions for the next one 
to five years that address urgent needs and provide the foundation for the sustainable management of 
California's water resources. The California Water Action Plan – originally released by the administration 
of Governor Brown in January 2014 – is a roadmap for the first five years of the state’s journey toward 
sustainable water management. The 2016 update reflects both considerable progress toward and 
reaffirmation of the goals first set forth in January 2014.  
 
Additional information can be found online at: http://resources.ca.gov/california_water_action_plan/  
 

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/sweep/
http://resources.ca.gov/california_water_action_plan/
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Pursuit of Voluntary Agreements to Improve Ecological Conditions in the Delta and 
Upstream Watershed 
The administration of Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. is working on both regulatory and voluntary ways 
to improve stream conditions for the sake of native fish. The Natural Resources Agency is working on a 
separate but related effort to forge voluntary, stakeholder-based outcomes in the watersheds of the 
Sacramento River and major San Joaquin River tributaries. The goal of this effort is described in 
Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.’s five-year Water Action Plan: “The administration, with the involvement 
of stakeholders, will build on the work in tributaries to the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers, analyze 
the many voluntary and regulatory proceedings underway related to flow criteria, and make 
recommendations on how to achieve the salmon and steelhead and ecological flow needs for the state’s 
natural resources through an integrated, multi-pronged approach. Agreements will be designed to 
achieve place-based benefits for water users and fish and wildlife, including monitoring efforts to ensure 
that best available science guides the on-the-ground implementation of measures that enhance native 
fisheries.” These “agreements would capitalize on local expertise in water management that can 
generate operational efficiencies and water infrastructure improvements that boost water supply 
reliability and sustainability.”  
 
Additional information can be found online at: http://resources.ca.gov/voluntary-agreements/  
 

 

Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
 
 

2017 Central Valley Flood Protection Plan Update 
The Central Valley Flood Protection Board (CVFPB) is in the process of adopting the first update to the 
Central Valley Flood Protection Plan (CVFPP). The Department of Water Resources (DWR) released a 
draft update to the Central Valley Flood Protection Plan (CVFPP) for public review on December 30, 
2016. The CVFPP is a strategic and long-range plan for improving flood risk management in the Central 
Valley, including the Delta, and guides the State’s participation in managing flood risk in areas protected 
by the State Plan of Flood Control. This update to the CVFPP (2017 CVFPP Update) refines the overall 
near-term and long-term investment needs established in the CVFPP and includes key policy questions 
and recommendations on financing that aim to support comprehensive flood risk management actions 
locally, regionally, and system-wide. The CVFPB will consider adoption of the 2017 CVFPP Update, 
responsible agency findings for the Supplemental Program Environmental Impact Report (EIR), a 
Resolution, and any other associated documents to be considered for adoption at the June 23, 2017 
board meeting. The 2017 CVFPP Update, the draft Supplemental Program EIR, and all supporting 
documents can be viewed on the CVFPB website http://cvfpb.ca.gov/cvfpp/.  
  
The CVFPB and DWR hosted five public hearings to receive comments on the 2017 CVFPP Update and 
the draft Supplemental Program EIR. Public hearings were held in Marysville (February 9), Merced 
(February 16), Sacramento (February 24), Woodland (March 9) and Stockton (March 17). The public 
comment period ended on March 31, 2017. The CVFPB will host six workshops, which are intended to 
provide the Board a forum for discussing public comments, potential revisions to the 2017 CVFPP 
Update, as well as the implementation process, to be carried out post adoption. The workshops will be 
held on April 7 (10am – 2pm, West Sacramento City Hall), April 28 (after the CVFPB business meeting, 
Sacramento City Hall), May 5 (10am – 2pm, West Sacramento City Hall), May 19 (after the CVFPB 

http://resources.ca.gov/voluntary-agreements/
http://cvfpb.ca.gov/docs/CVFPPDraftPlan/CVFPP-2017-CVFPP-Update-Draft%20%281%29.pdf
http://www.water.ca.gov/cvfmp/docs/CVFPP-2017-Update-Supplemental-PEIR.pdf
http://cvfpb.ca.gov/cvfpp/
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business meeting, Sacramento City Hall), June 2 (10am – 2pm, West Sacramento City Hall) and June 9 
(10am – 2pm, Sacramento City Hall).   
 

 

Delta Protection Commission 
 
 

The Delta Protection Commission plays an important role in protecting and enhancing the unique values 
of the Delta through providing recommendations to the Delta Stewardship Council on Delta Plan 
matters affecting Delta as Place, promoting the creation of a National Heritage Area, and developing and 
adopting a plan for the Great California Delta Trail. Recent Commission work on Delta as Place efforts 
has included: 
 

Delta as Place Interagency Working Group  
The working group is focused on facilitating Delta as Place policies and recommendations identified in 
the Delta Plan and additional Delta as Place projects. Activities involve agricultural sustainability, culture, 
economic development, energy and transportation infrastructure, recreation, and subsidence 
reversal/carbon markets. Membership is comprised of managers and technical staff from government 
entities with conservation, infrastructure, land management, or regulatory responsibilities in the Delta 
and Suisun Marsh, or potential research and funding roles. 
 
At the Working Group meeting on March 21, 2017, members discussed the Delta Plan Performance 
Measures Dashboard and DeltaView Project Tracking webpages, a Commission white paper concerning 
Delta as Place, the launch of the VisitCADelta.com tourism website, and member reports. Future 
recommendations and efforts of the Working Group will be reported to the Delta Plan Interagency 
Implementation Committee, and will provide guidance to the Delta Stewardship Council, Delta 
Independent Science Board, and Delta Science Program. 
 

Delta Awareness Campaign (in partnership with the Sacramento San Joaquin Delta 
Conservancy) 
This branding and marketing effort has included the development of market research, tourism and Delta 
Trail logos, a brand standards handbook, a new tourism website (VisitCADelta.com), and a five-year 
marketing plan. Eventually, these efforts are intended to lead to the creation of a regional tourism 
commission to coordinate with county visitor bureaus. 
 

Delta Community Action Planning 
This project is focused on selecting and prioritizing actions to improve quality of life, economic 
development, historic preservation, and public safety in the Delta legacy communities. The Commission 
conducted pilot planning efforts in three communities – Clarksburg, Courtland, and Walnut Grove – 
from 2015 through 2016. The Commission will be assisting community members with implementing the 
existing Community Action Plans, providing planning and policy expertise, assistance with obtaining 
funding, and serving as a government liaison. Staff are expanding the project to at least one additional 
legacy community in 2017. 
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Delta National Heritage Area 
Senators Dianne Feinstein and Kamala Harris introduced S. 731, legislation to create the Delta National 
Heritage Area; the Delta NHA proposal was amended into S. 713 (a bill now creating 4 separate NHAs 
throughout the country) on March 30, 2017 and reported out of the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee. At the same time, Congressman John Garamendi introduced counterpart 
legislation in the House of Representatives (H.R. 1738). Similar to legislation introduced in previous 
sessions of Congress, these bills would create the Delta National Heritage Area and charge the Delta 
Protection Commission with managing the effort. It would also provide up to $10 million in federal 
support for management activities. 
 

 
 

Delta Stewardship Council 
 
 

 

2017 Delta Stewardship Council Priorities 
At the beginning of each year, the Council prioritizes its work to further Delta Plan implementation and 
achievement of the coequal goals. 

 Ensure an Effective and Responsive Delta Plan. Amend the Delta Plan to refine performance 
measures, while continuing the development of an output and outcome performance measures 
dashboard. Prepare for the Delta Plan’s Five-Year Review. 

 Improve Water Supply Reliability. The Council will amend the Delta Plan to promote options for 
conveyance, storage, and operations to further coequal goals. Provide early consultation on 
California WaterFix, including adaptive management guidance and prepare for potential appeal. 
Participate in development of 2018 Water Plan Update. 

 Restore Delta Ecosystem. Start development of the Delta Plan amendment on long-term, 
comprehensive ecosystem restoration in the Delta. Support restoration planning efforts, 
including the Delta Conservation Framework, local habitat conservation plans, and regional 
conservation strategies. Complete interagency review of permitting for California EcoRestore 
Projects. 

 Reduce Flood Risk to People, Property, and State Interests in the Delta. Complete Delta Levees 
Investment Strategy and associated Delta Plan amendment. Provide comments and assistance 
on development of Flood Plan. 

 Enhance Delta as an Evolving Place. Participate in the Delta Protection Commission’s (DPC) 
“Delta as Place” interagency workgroup with a focus on implementing related Delta Plan policies 
and recommendations. Co-host a joint workshop with the DPC to identify and address potential 
needs related to land-use planning in the Delta. Support the Delta Independent Science Board 
(ISB) in its scientific review of “Delta as Place.” 

 Advance Science-Based Decision-Making. Present Science Enterprise Workshop Outcomes and 
Recommendations Report. Complete the 2017-2021 Shared Science Action Agenda. Prepare for 
a Five-Year Review of the Delta Science Plan. Advance implementation of the Data Summit 
White Paper recommendations. 

 Support Adaptive Management for a Complex System. Provide AM science support for 
adaptive management within EcoRestore. Publish an adaptive management framework in 
support of water supply reliability. 



Delta Plan Interagency Implementation Committee Meeting #7 
April 17, 2017 
 

6 
 

 Review, Synthesize, and Communicate Best Available Science. Coordinate the biennial science 
review of the long-term biological opinions (LOBO). Complete coordination of independent 
scientific peer review for WaterFix. Support Delta ISB in their comprehensive, integrated 
assessment and review of the Bay-Delta Monitoring Program review. Provide science support 
for the Water Board’s Bay-Delta Plan Update, including convening an advisory panel of modeling 
experts. Provide support for the Biennial State of the Estuary Conference. 

 Fund High-Impact Science Action. Convene Delta Agency Science Workgroup to track 
implementation progress on High-Impact Science Actions, and identify joint funding 
opportunities for priorities projects. Provide support to characterize baseline conditions in the 
Sacramento River and Delta in advance of the Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District’s 
system upgrade. Finalize a synthesis of lessons learned from the drought for collaborative multi-
agency 

 

2016 Annual Report: Delta Stewardship Council 
The Delta paradox remains: how to provide both a reliable water supply and a healthy ecosystem in an 
ever-changing estuary that continues to face many challenges. But among its challenges, the Council 
saw signs of progress, commendable successes, and reasons for optimism in 2016. The Council’s 2016 
Annual Report chronicles what both the Council and other State Agencies have done to implement the 
Delta Plan. 
 
Additional information can be found here: http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/2016-annual-report-0  
 

Delta Plan Administrative Performance Measures  
Performance measures allow the Delta Stewardship Council (Council) and others to track how effectively 
the goals and strategies in the Delta Plan are being achieved and how conditions in the Delta are 
changing through its implementation. Performance measures also enable the Council to adaptively 
manage the Delta Plan by identifying those policies or recommendations that require attention or 
revisions to be more effective and timely.  
 
Administrative performance measures track decisions made by policy makers and managers to finalize 
plans or approve resources (funds, personnel, projects) for implementation of a program or group of 
related programs recommended by the Delta Plan. Initially adopted in the Delta Plan in May 2013, the 
administrative performance measures were amended in February 2015. The Council has made the 
Administrative Performance Measures available online (http://admin-measures-
dashboard.deltacouncil.ca.gov/). 
 

DeltaView 
Launched August 2016, DeltaView (http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/delta-view), is a secure web-based system 
that provides the Council, along with State and federal agencies, and the public with the ability to 
effectively track and report projects, programs, and plans that support implementation of the Delta 
Plan. This tool provides a snapshot of project spending and implementation progress directly connected 
to the Delta Plan Administrative Performance Measures. Council point of contact is Lita Brydie 
(Lita.Brydie@deltacouncil.ca.gov). 
 
 

http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/2016-annual-report-0
http://admin-measures-dashboard.deltacouncil.ca.gov/
http://admin-measures-dashboard.deltacouncil.ca.gov/
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/delta-view
mailto:Lita.Brydie@deltacouncil.ca.gov
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Delta Independent Science Board Projected Work Plan 
The Delta ISB updated its work plan for 2017 and priorities for the upcoming year, which includes the 
following: Review of the State Water Resources Control Board’s Working Draft Scientific Basis Report for 
New and Revised Flow Requirements on the Sacramento River and Tributaries, Eastside Tributaries to 
the Delta, Delta Outflow, and Interior Delta Operations (Phase 2); Review of Final EIR/S for California 
WaterFix; Thematic Program Reviews: Water Quality Science, Delta as an Evolving Place, and a 
Comprehensive Assessment of the Bay-Delta Monitoring Enterprise; Delta Plan Amendment-related 
reviews: Conveyance, Storage and Operations, and Ecosystem. 
 
Additional information can be found here: http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/delta-stewardship-council-
february-23-24-2017-meeting-agenda-item-9-delta-independent-science  
 

13th Biennial State of the San Francisco Estuary Conference: Save the Date 
Every two years, the San Francisco Estuary Partnership brings a focus on the management and ecological 
health of the San Francisco Bay-Delta Estuary. The State of the Estuary Conference showcases the latest 
information about the estuary’s changing watersheds, impacts from major stressors, recovery programs 
for species and habitats, and emerging challenges.  
 
This year we are returning to the Scottish Rite Center in Oakland, where we hosted the 2007 State of the 
Estuary Conference. The Scottish Rite Center, built in 1927, is a stunning building on the shore of 
beautiful Lake Merritt. 
 
Date:   October 10 – 11, 2017 
Location:  Scottish Rite Center 

1547 Lakeside Drive 
Oakland, CA 

 
More information will be posted soon. Visit the State of the Estuary Report page 
(http://www.sfestuary.org/soe/) for the report itself and online resources.  
 

 

Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy 
 
 
 

The Conservancy has realized several significant accomplishments since the November 2016 DPIIC 
meeting.  The following summarizes our activities. 
 

Proposition 1 Grant Program 
The Conservancy’s Ecosystem Restoration and Water Quality Grant Program (Grant Program) focuses on 
restoration of important habitats, and improving water quality and agricultural sustainability. Now in 
our second year of the program, the Conservancy received five full proposals requesting $6.4 million for 
the 2016-2017 solicitation. All proposals have been reviewed by both Conservancy staff and external 
reviewers consisting of experts from the Delta Protection Commission, California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, Department of Water Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration - Fisheries. The Delta Stewardship Council and the Delta Water Master 

http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/delta-stewardship-council-february-23-24-2017-meeting-agenda-item-9-delta-independent-science
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/delta-stewardship-council-february-23-24-2017-meeting-agenda-item-9-delta-independent-science
http://www.sfestuary.org/soe/
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also provide informal review. Staff will provide the Conservancy Board with recommendations for 
funding at the April Board meeting. In the first solicitation cycle (2015-2016), the Board approved nine 
projects that requested approximately $6.3 million. We are currently revising the Grant Guidelines for 
the 2017-2018 solicitation and expect to open the solicitation in August of this year.  
 

Cache Slough Regional Restoration Planning  
The planning process officially kicked off in November of 2016, bringing together representatives from 
Solano and Yolo Counties; the Yolo, Solano, and Dixon Resource Conservation Districts; the Solano 
County Water Agency; Reclamation District 2068; and several state agencies and consultants. The group 
continues to meet monthly and has reviewed and discussed available information on agricultural 
systems, flood protection, water supply, and ecosystems and is beginning to overlay these information 
sets to glean initial concepts for integration and compatibility. This process has demonstrated the value 
of collaborative planning with advanced technology and has greatly improved understanding and 
relationships among planning participants.  We anticipate that Phase 1 of the project will be complete in 
July.  
 

Strategic Plan Update 
The Conservancy Board adopted our first Strategic Plan in 2012 with the expectation of revising the 
document every 5 years. After extensive outreach to the Delta community, State and federal agencies, 
and other stakeholders, we have developed an initial working draft of a revised Strategic Plan that was 
presented to the Board in March. The revised draft is a concise articulation of Conservancy 
accomplishments, future goals and objectives, and performance measures by which we will track our 
progress. A public draft will be released in April for a 45 day comment period and a final draft will be 
brought to the Board for consideration in July.   
 

Delta Tourism Awareness 5-Year Marketing Plan 
The Delta Conservancy, in collaboration with the Delta Protection Commission and 
the Delta Marketing Task Force, which is made up of various tourism interests in the 
Delta, recently finalized a Delta Tourism Awareness 5-year Marketing Plan and a 
Delta-centric tourism website. The Marketing Plan is a tool for the Delta community 
to reference in implementing creative strategies to attract visitors. The tourism 
website highlights the many activities and businesses visitors can enjoy while 
exploring the Delta and can be found at www.visitCAdelta.com. The website will be linked with Visit 
California. 
 

Delta Carbon 
The Conservancy has worked for several years with a large partnership of agencies, landowners, and 
academics to promote carbon management practices in the Delta to reduce GHG emissions, curtail 
subsidence and restore elevations, and increase biodiversity. This month, the American Carbon Registry 
has adopted the California Wetland protocol that includes a methodology for managed wetlands and 
rice cultivation in the Delta and coastal wetlands. The Conservancy is working closely with several 
agencies and landowner partners to develop pilot projects that can engage the new protocol to 
demonstrate that revenue can be realized from the voluntary carbon market for these practices. The Air 
Resources Board has expressed interest in adopting the protocol into the compliance program provided 

http://www.visitcadelta.com/
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that the ACR protocol is demonstrating success. We are very excited about the opportunity to use these 
tools to incentivize land use change to address some of the most challenging threats to the Delta. 
 

 

State Water Resources Control Board     
 
 

Update of the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan 
The State Water Board protects water quality in the Bay-Delta, in part, through its Water Quality Control 
Plan (Bay-Delta Plan). The Bay-Delta Plan identifies beneficial uses of water in the Bay-Delta, water 
quality objectives to reasonably protect those uses and a program of implementation to achieve the 
objectives, including actions the State Water Board will take (e.g., implementing flow requirements) and 
actions the State Water Board proposes in cooperation with other members of the Delta Plan 
Interagency Implementation Committee and/or in cooperation with other public and private entities 
with a stake in the health of the Bay-Delta. (e.g., habitat restoration and other actions to ameliorate 
multiple environmental stressors). The State Water Board is in the process of updating the 2006 Bay-
Delta Plan to reflect current conditions (including continuing deterioration of environmental 
benchmarks) and the latest science.  Phase I addresses potential changes to San Joaquin River flow 
requirements for the protection of fish and wildlife and potential changes to southern Delta salinity 
requirements for the protection of agriculture. Phase II addresses changes to the Bay-Delta Plan to 
protect fish and wildlife in the Sacramento River, Delta, and associated tributaries including: Delta 
outflows, inflows, coldwater habitat and interior Delta flows. 
 

Phase I 

Potential Phase I changes to the Bay-Delta Plan include: (1) new narrative February through June flow 
objectives for the lower San Joaquin River and its salmon-bearing tributaries (the Stanislaus, Tuolumne, 
and Merced rivers) for the protection of fish and wildlife beneficial uses; (2) a revised salinity water 
quality objective for the southern Delta for the protection of agricultural beneficial uses; and (3) a 
program of implementation for the objectives.   
 

Status and Next Steps 

On September 15, 2016, the State Water Board released a draft revised Substitute Environmental 
Document (SED) and potential changes to the Bay-Delta Plan for Phase I. The State Water Board 
received public comment on the draft SED at a public hearing, held over five days days, in four cities, 
between November 2016 and January 2017, and during the six-month written comment period, which 
closed March 17, 2017. State Water Board staff is in the process of reviewing the comments and will 
prepare written responses and draft needed changes to the SED and to the Bay-Delta Plan in light of 
those comments.  Staff anticipates that the resulting revised draft SED and revised proposed changes to 
the Bay-Delta Plan will be released for public review in summer 2017 and will be brought before the 
Board for consideration as early as fall 2017.  
 
Information on the Phase I update of the Bay-Delta Plan is available at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/DeltaWQCP-Phase1  
 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/DeltaWQCP-Phase1


Delta Plan Interagency Implementation Committee Meeting #7 
April 17, 2017 
 

10 
 

Phase II 

Potential Phase II changes to the Bay-Delta Plan include: new inflow requirements for the Sacramento 
River, its tributaries, and eastside tributaries to the Delta; new and modified Delta outflow 
requirements; new requirements for cold water habitat; new and modified interior Delta flow 
requirements (new Old and Middle River flows, modified export constraints, and modified Delta Cross 
Channel Gate operations); recommendations for complementary ecosystem protection actions that 
others should take; and adaptive management, monitoring, special studies and reporting provisions.   
 

Status and Next Steps  

A Scientific Basis Report (Report) is currently being prepared to support the Phase II update.  It describes 
the science on which proposed changes to the Bay-Delta Plan will be based.  A working draft of the 
Report was released in October 2017, in order to receive early scientific input (including input from the 
Delta Independent Science Program) on the science related to Phase II. Based on that early input, the 
Report is currently being revised for external peer review (pursuant to the requirements of Health and 
Safety Code §57004).  Based on peer review comments, the Report will be further revised as needed and 
will become part of a larger Staff Report that will also contain environmental, economic and other 
analyses of potential changes to the Bay-Delta Plan (similar to the Phase I SED analyses).  The schedule is 
inherently uncertain because of the unknown extent of feedback from the peer review and public 
comment processes; however, the State Water Board could consider the final Staff Report and adopt 
changes to the Bay-Delta Plan as early as late 2017. 
 
Information on the Phase II update of the Bay-Delta Plan is available at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/bay_delta/comp_review.shtml    
 

California WaterFix - Water Right Change Petition Hearing  
On August 25, 2015, the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) and U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) filed a joint petition with the State Water Board to change their water rights 
for the California WaterFix Project (WaterFix).  The WaterFix involves the construction and operation of 
new water diversion facilities near Courtland to convey water from the Sacramento River through two 
tunnels to the existing state and federal pumping facilities near Tracy.  In addition to other federal, state 
and local approvals, the WaterFix requires changes to the water rights permits for the State Water 
Project and the Central Valley Project to authorize construction and operation of three new points of 
water diversion and/or rediversion.  Approval of the petition is needed for the construction and 
operation of the WaterFix.   
 
The State Water Board is holding a hearing to receive evidence relevant to determining whether the 
State Water Board should approve, subject to terms and conditions, the joint petition.  The hearing will 
also inform consideration of the application for water quality certification for the WaterFix pursuant to 
section 401 of the Clean Water Act (CWA).  The Executive Director of the State Water Board will issue a 
decision on the 401 application after the hearing record for the water right petition closes.  The hearing 
has been organized into two parts: Part 1 addresses the effects of the WaterFix on agricultural and 
municipal uses and associated legal users of water.  Part 2 will address the effects of the WaterFix on 
fish and wildlife.  The hearing will inform the State Water Board’s eventual decision on whether 
approval of the joint petition is warranted, including what terms and conditions should be included to 
avoid/mitigate both injury to legal users of water and unreasonable impact on the environment.  

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/bay_delta/comp_review.shtml


Delta Plan Interagency Implementation Committee Meeting #7 
April 17, 2017 
 

11 
 

 

Status and Next Steps 

Part 1 of the hearing commenced on July 26, 2016.  The participants in Part 1 have presented their 
cases-in-chief and are now preparing for rebuttal.  The deadline for submitting written rebuttal 
testimony and exhibits in Part 1 closed on March 23, 2017.  The remaining portion of Part 1, rebuttal, is 
scheduled to begin on April 25, 2017.  Part 2 of the hearing will not commence until at least 30 days 
after the final CEQA/NEPA and ESA/CESA documents have been completed.  After the hearing record 
closes, the State Water Board will prepare a draft order taking action on the petition.  The hearing 
participants and other interested persons will have an opportunity to comment on the draft order 
before it is adopted during a public meeting. 
 
Information on the WaterFix hearing and the CWA 401 process can be found at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/bay_delta/california_waterfix  
 

Implementing Measurement and Reporting Regulations (SB 88) 
The State Water Board’s measurement and reporting regulations have or will become effective on a 
phased schedule over the current year.  All categories of water right claims are now required to report 
diversion and use annually, and on a more accurate basis.  Many of the larger diverters of surface water 
already measure their diversions, but the new regulations cover a large number of smaller water users—
down to diversions totaling more than 10 acre-feet to a single place of use during a year.  
 
The new measurement regulations reach smaller, individual points of diversion, which proliferate in the 
Delta.  As water right claimants purchased and installed water meters and measurement devices (or 
prepared to do so), a number of unanticipated challenges arose in the Delta.  Among the challenges: (1) 
the large number of diversions versus the equipment available off the shelf; (2) the variety of diversion 
methods which include not only traditional agricultural pumps but also siphons and tidal gates; (3) the 
difficulty of tracking rates of diversion which vary throughout the twice-daily tidal cycle; and (4) aquatic 
weeds and other debris in Delta water which foul traditional meter mechanisms..  As these challenges 
became apparent, The Delta Watermaster organized the Delta Measurement Experimentation 
Consortium.  The Consortium is an informal coalition of Delta diverters and their engineers who are 
conducting and sharing results from a range of experiments to test potential solutions for the unique 
challenges of measuring water diversions in the Delta.  Although many diverters within the Delta have 
developed and implemented solutions which bring them into compliance with the new regulations, 
many others have sought extensions of time to comply.  The Delta Watermaster has granted twelve-
month extensions to groups of diverters who have demonstrated diligence in their attempts to comply, 
identified specific unanticipated obstacles, and either joined one of the Consortium experiments or 
otherwise presented a reasonable plan for achieving compliance within that time.   
 

Consolidating and Reporting Lessons Learned About Water Rights Administration in Drought  
The Delta Watermaster, in coordination with the Division of Water Rights, is responsible for 
administering the water rights system within the Legal Delta.  The recent multi-year drought significantly 
stressed the entire California water rights system, particularly in 2014 and 2015.  The 2014 drought 
response was evaluated in the Dry Year Program Report published by the Division in February 2015; it 
can be viewed at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/dryyear_report/docs/feb
2015_dyr.pdf.   

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/bay_delta/california_waterfix
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/dryyear_report/docs/feb2015_dyr.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/dryyear_report/docs/feb2015_dyr.pdf
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With drought continuing and reservoirs already drawn down, administering water rights presented 
additional challenges during 2015.  In order to document the State Board’s responses and to 
transparently evaluate lessons learned, the Division, in cooperation with the Delta Watermaster, is 
preparing a Drought Retrospective Report.  The Drought Retrospective Report will be posted for public 
review and comment during the summer of 2017, and the State Water Board will sponsor a workshop to 
solicit input on potential improvement to future water rights administration during times of shortage 
with particular emphasis on practical application of improved data.  Following the workshop, staff 
expects to develop and propose for public comment and State Water Board recommendations on 
procedures, policies and/or regulations that may improve water rights administration during future 
drought conditions. 
 

 

National Marine Fisheries Service 
 
 

Adaptive Management Framework for the California Water Fix and Current Biological Opinions 
on the coordinated operations of the Central Valley and State Water Projects 
 
The Adaptive Management Framework sets forth a method by which the Five Agencies (National Marine 
Fisheries Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Bureau of Reclamation, California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, California Department of Water Resources) will operate the Central Valley and State Water 
Projects to reduce uncertainty and improve the performance of water operations under the current 
Biological Opinions and future operations under California Water Fix. It commits the Five Agencies to 
ongoing adaptive management, and seeks to further highlight significant new investments in related 
research, monitoring and modeling needed to support this management effort, while explaining how 
each (existing efforts and new) will build on each other. In March 2017, the final independent peer-
review report addressing the Adaptive Management Framework, along with the other topics under 
Phases 2A and 2B was released, and is now available online.  
 
Additional information can be found here: 
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/central_valley/WaterFix/WaterFixPeerReview2AMaterials.ht
ml       
         

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 
 

Standard Permits 
A Standard Permit (SP) is one which has been processed through the public interest review procedures, 
including public notice and receipt of comments. Review through the SP process is only done for 
activities that do not qualify for authorization under a Regional General Permit, Programmatic General 
Permit, Nationwide Permit, or Letter of Permission. The SP process is the most time consuming and 
stringent process utilized by the Corps. You will be required to submit more information during the SP 
process than during any other permit process. For any activities requiring processing under an SP, you 
should anticipate that a decision will not be made for a minimum of 120-days from submittal of a 

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/Central_Valley/CAWaterFix/Peer%20Review%202A/am_framework_161108.pdf
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/Central_Valley/CAWaterFix/Peer%20Review%202A/ca.waterfix.phase2a.version2017mar07_final_to_dsp.pdf
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/central_valley/WaterFix/WaterFixPeerReview2AMaterials.html
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/central_valley/WaterFix/WaterFixPeerReview2AMaterials.html
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completed permit application. If the project is controversial, has significant impacts to the environment, 
is not the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative, may impact Federally listed 
threatened and/or endangered species or cultural resource, or requires a Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification, the permit process will likely take substantially longer than 120-days. 
 
Pre-Application Meetings: For larger projects, you should schedule a pre-application meeting with the 
appropriate Corps District office prior to submitting a permit application. A pre-application meeting will 
help you learn more about the regulatory process and get input from the Corps and other Federal, state 
or local agencies on the project, in order to allow for more efficient processing of the permit application. 
 
Pre-application meetings for California: the Regulatory Division's Monthly Pre-Application Meetings:   

 The meeting occurs on the first Thursday of each month.   

 Potential applicants sign-up for one hour slots and must provide project info 10 days in advance.   

 Multiple resource agencies are invited and attend as interested, including USFWS, USEPA, 
NMFS, USCG, CDFW, and SHPO (some in person, some by phone).   

 See "Pre-application Meetings" at: 
http://www.spk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Permitting/Standard-Permits/  

 
 

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
 
 

Re-initiation of Consultation (ROC) 
On August 2, 2016, Reclamation and the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) re-initiated 
Endangered Species Act Section 7 consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) and 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for the coordinated long-term operation (LTO) of the Central 
Valley Project (CVP) and State Water Project (SWP).  Reclamation, DWR, the Service, NMFS, and the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) are developing a Project Management Plan.  The next 
steps will include National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) scoping and the formation of technical 
teams to explore different option for potential alternative actions.  The Collaborative Science and 
Adaptive Management Program (CSAMP) expanded to include 3 new CVP and 3 new Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO) representatives.  
 

Structured Decision Making (SDM) Pilot Project 
Reclamation will coordinate with the Delta Science Program (DSP) to develop a Structured Decision 
Making (SDM) Framework to pilot coordination and integrated modeling tools that may help guide 
Reclamation decisions on Reclamation investments in the Delta.  Reclamation invites DPIIC member 
participation to lend expertise, help guide the framework, and evaluate whether SDM methods can 
effectively support for collaborating and directing resources. 
 

Water Infrastructure Investment for the Nation (WIIN) Act 
Congress passed the Water Infrastructure Investment for the Nation (WIIN) Act on December 16, 2016.  
Subtitle J contains California water specific provisions: 

 Real-Time Operations: barriers, turbidity, management of Old and Middle River (OMR) reverse 
flow, and exports during storm events; 

http://www.spk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Permitting/Standard-Permits/
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 Consultation on Coordinated Operations: expanded participation and a Federal Advisory 
Committee Act (FACA) exemption for CSAMP; 

 Storage and Water Supply Projects; and 

 Endangered Species and Wildlife Activities: monitoring, habitat, facility improvement, 
conservation hatchery, refuge water supply and invasive species provisions. 

Reclamation is working in coordination with our partner agencies and stakeholders to implement the 
various provisions. 
 

 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
 

US EPA Science Investments in SF Bay Delta Watershed 
2017 & 2018 Comparative Chinook Salmon Thermal Tolerance Investigations   
EPA is funding Chinook salmon temperature experiments that measure and compare the range of 
thermal conditions that promote growth and survival between several populations of juvenile (80-120 
mm length) Chinook salmon (O. tshawytscha). Measuring the aerobic capacity (scope) under a range of 
temperatures characterizes the influence of temperature on the ability of fish to increase metabolic rate 
beyond basic needs to perform ecologically relevant activities such swimming, catching prey, digesting a 
meal, growth, and avoiding predators. Aerobic scope of northern populations of juvenile Fall-run 
Chinook salmon will be measured and compared to aerobic scope of California Central Valley Fall-run 
Chinook.  Aerobic scope of California Central Valley Winter-run Chinook will be measured and compared 
with the northern and California Fall-run Chinook populations. We anticipate the study to be completed 
by the end of 2018. Study results will, individually and collectively, contribute to the body of literature 
that can be used to set temperature targets for adaptive management and temperature criteria for 
salmonids in California. 
 
2017 Advancement of Salinity and Flow Monitoring in the San Francisco Bay Delta 
EPA worked with partners to evaluate improvements to the salinity water quality monitoring network in 
the San Francisco Estuary. This report, Advancement of Salinity and Flow Monitoring in the San 
Francisco Bay Delta, describes the utility and approximate costs of adding coupled surface and near-
bottom salinity water quality monitors along the axis of the San Francisco Estuary from Suisun Bay to Rio 
Vista on the Sacramento River. These improvements and associated telemetry could be added to the 
estuary for an estimated cost of $780K in capital costs and $500K/yr in operational, maintenance, and 
data processing costs. Increased resolution and modern instruments can generate data that greatly 
improve the precision of methods for determining compliance with water quality standards, advancing 
forecasting tools, and evaluating the effectiveness of management actions designed to optimize water 
supply deliveries while increasing populations of commercial, recreational, and forage fish species in the 
San Francisco Estuary.     
https://www.epa.gov/sfbay-delta/salinity-and-flow-monitoring-san-francisco-bay-delta    
 
2016 Chinook Salmon Thermal Tolerance Investigation 
EPA funded an investigation of Chinook salmon temperature tolerance to contribute to available 
knowledge about the effects of temperature on California Chinook salmon. This investigation uses 
aerobic capacity as a measure of performance in response to a range of environmentally relevant 
temperatures in laboratory conditions.  

https://www.epa.gov/sfbay-delta/salinity-and-flow-monitoring-san-francisco-bay-delta
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https://www.epa.gov/sfbay-delta/chinook-salmon-thermal-tolerance-investigation  
 

San Francisco Bay Water Quality Improvement Fund: FY2017 Request for Proposals 
USEPA has released the 2017 Request for Proposals (RFP) for the San Francisco Bay Water Quality 
Improvement Fund (SFBWQIF). The RFP is soliciting proposals that will improve water quality and 
restore wetlands in San Francisco Bay and its watersheds. The RFP expects to make available 
approximately $4 million to support projects in the range of $500,000 to $2,000,000. Applicants must 
provide a minimum 50% non-federal match and projects must be within the nine Bay Area counties that 
drain to San Francisco Bay. Proposals must be submitted through Grants.gov on or before the proposal 
submission deadline of May 10, 2017 at 9:00pm Pacific Time. 
  
Since 2008, this competitive grant program has invested over $44 million in 61 projects through 36 grant 
awards. These projects include over 70 partners who are contributing an additional $153 million to 
restore wetlands and watersheds, and reduce polluted runoff. This FY 2017 RFP is similar to past 
solicitations, however, please note that it does include changes to further encourage proposals that 
benefit disadvantaged communities.  
 
You will find the RFP on our website and on Grants.gov (see links below.)  

 https://www.epa.gov/sfbay-delta/sf-bay-water-quality-improvement-fund-request-proposals  

 https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=292842  
 
Please check our website for the date of a free webinar we will hold to provide a detailed review of the 
RFP and help answer your proposal submittal questions. Please forward this announcement to any other 
interested parties.   
  
Contacts:             Luisa Valiela, US EPA Region 9                                 Erica Yelensky, US EPA Region 9 
                              Phone: (415) 972-3400                                             Phone: (415) 972-3021 
                              Email: valiela.luisa@epa.gov                                    Email: yelensky.erica@epa.gov 
 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
 
 

The Fish and Wildlife Service’s priorities for the Delta this year include: 

 Working with the Bureau of Reclamation, Department of Water Resources, National Marine Fish 
Service, Department of Fish and Wildlife, and others to complete consultation on the California 
WaterFix;  

 Assisting the State and others in implementing the Delta Smelt Resiliency Strategy;  

 Continuing to improve and implement the Enhanced Delta Smelt Monitoring effort we initiated 
in December, 2016;  

 Continuing to collaborate with the Collaborative Science and Adaptive Management Program 
and Collaborative Adaptive Management Team, Interagency Ecological Program, Delta Science 
Program, Delta Plan Interagency Implementation Committee, and others to identify and 
advance priority science investments;  

https://www.epa.gov/sfbay-delta/chinook-salmon-thermal-tolerance-investigation
https://www.epa.gov/sfbay-delta/sf-bay-water-quality-improvement-fund
https://www.epa.gov/sfbay-delta/sf-bay-water-quality-improvement-fund-request-proposals
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=292842
mailto:yelensky.erica@epa.gov
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 Working with the Department of Water Resources, Bureau of Reclamation, and other 
Interagency Ecological Program agencies to plan for construction of a co-located Estuarine 
Research Station and Fish Technology Center in the Delta;  

 Continuing to provide technical advice and support to the State Water Resources Control Board 
in their efforts to develop and implement updates to the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan 
and flow objectives for priority tributaries to the Delta to protect beneficial uses in the Bay-Delta 
watershed;  

 Working with the Bureau of Reclamation, Department of Water Resources, National Marine Fish 
Service, Department of Fish and Wildlife, and others to continue the consultation that was re-
initiated last year on the coordinated, long-term operations of the Central Valley Project and 
State Water Project; and,  

 Working with the Bureau of Reclamation, National Marine Fisheries Service, and others to 
implement or support implementation of any other aspects of the Water Supply Infrastructure 
Improvements for the Nation Act specific to the Bay-Delta watershed. 

 
 

U.S. Geological Survey 
 

 
USGS San Francisco Bay-Delta Priorities – for DPIIC Meeting #7 (4/17/17) 
 

1. Estuarine Monitoring 
The California Water Science Center in Sacramento and National Research Program in Menlo Park have 
successfully operated their substantial programs of hydrodynamics, water quality, and sediment 
dynamics monitoring throughout the recent extremely wet winter.  Continuing to produce, curate, and 
deliver reliable, mission-critical data to our water project partners, water quality management partners, 
and the public is a high priority.  
 

2. Priority Ecosystems Science 
The USGS Pacific Region internally funds several studies annually with Priority Ecosystems Science (PES) 
support from our Bureau’s Ecosystems Mission Area.  These studies typically target uncertainties we 
believe are or will be exceptionally important to Department of the Interior managers and our other 
federal and state partners.  Most involve targeted field work, modeling, or integration of existing 
historical datasets.  The San Francisco Bay-Delta PES program targets USGS lead investigators, but 
studies frequently include non-USGS collaborators with relevant capabilities, and to ensure close 
alignment of the research to the needs of partner managers. 
 
This year’s PES studies include: 
“Understanding & predicting the future balances of sea-level & flood-outflow extremes in the San 
Francisco Bay-Delta” 
Lead Investigator/Contact: Mike Dettinger, National Research Program (mddettin@usgs.gov) 
This investigation augments ongoing USGS climate studies to look at the future interaction of rising sea 
level and extreme outflow events to characterize the hazard such events may present to levees and 
other infrastructure.  By applying up-to-date regional climate projections, this study will refine our 
understanding of the challenges faced by infrastructure managers in the Delta. 
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“Sustained Observations to Understand Fast-Paced Changes in Coastal Ecosystems” 
Lead Investigator/Contact: Jim Cloern, National Research Program (jecloern@usgs.gov) 
This investigation, which is a cooperatively funded by USGS and the San Francisco Bay Regional 
Monitoring and Nutrient Management Science Programs, involves the collection and synthesis of water 
quality measurements along a salinity gradient through the San Francisco Estuary.  It has existed since 
1968 and has provided a broad range of valuable, management-relevant discoveries regarding the 
dynamics of nutrients and primary production in estuaries and their causes.  
  
Knowles et al. “Integrated Ecosystem Modeling in CASCaDE II” 
Lead Investigators/Contacts: Lisa Lucas and Noah Knowles, National Research Program 
(llucas@usgs.gov, nknowles@usgs.gov) 
The CASCaDE (Computational Assessments of Scenarios of Change for the Delta Ecosystem) 
investigations represent a multidisciplinary effort to link models of climate, hydrology, hydrodynamics, 
sediment, phytoplankton, bivalves, contaminants, marsh accretion, and fishes.  The investigation is 
intended to better understand the functioning of the Delta (and the limitations of our knowledge), to 
assess possible Delta futures under planning scenarios currently being considered, and to provide basic 
scientific support to the Delta Stewardship Council and Delta management agencies. 
  
“How will habitat restoration affect fish communities in the San Francisco Estuary?” 
Lead Investigator/Contact: Larry Brown, California Water Science Center (lrbrown@usgs.gov) 
This study updates a 2003 synthesis of what is known about the effects of habitat restoration on Delta 
fishes.  The synthesis is being prepared by eleven local experts and is based on the conceptual 
framework provided by the Interagency Ecological Program Tidal Wetlands Monitoring Project Work 
Team.  As such, the product will be immediately accessible to managers and restoration planners 
working to maximize restoration benefits to native fishes in the Delta. 
  
“The Impact of Invasive Aquatic Vegetation on Delta Turbidity and Marsh Sustainability” 
Lead Investigator/Contact: Judy Drexler, California Water Science Center (jdrexler@usgs.gov) 
This study looks at the effects that increasingly abundant invasive aquatic vegetation (IAV) will have on 
sediment dynamics in the Delta.  It will provide the first quantitative measurements of the impact of IAV 
on open water turbidity, sediment flux, and wetland accretion rates in Delta environments.  The results 
will advance our understanding of the potentially substantial impact of IAV on efforts to restore Delta 
marshes and maintain populations of native fishes, providing insight into the Delta’s long-term future to 
water operations and restoration planners. 
  
“Extracting better information from long-term monitoring data: estimating occupancy and abundance 
of near-shore fishes in the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta” 
Lead Investigator/Contact: Russell Perry, Western Fisheries Research Center (rperry@usgs.gov) 
This investigation is aimed at better understanding the present and historical use of habitat by littoral 
fishes in the Delta.  This study will use both statistical methods and fieldwork to expand our ability to 
document fish use of littoral habitats, and to extract additional abundance information from the 50-year 
historical record of the IEP beach seine survey.  The investigation implements important 
recommendations of the IEP Science Advisor Group, and will improve our ability to document the 
movements of migratory fishes that potentially affect water operations.  
  
“Managing Environmental Contamination of Wetland Habitats in the Bay-Delta: Balancing Regional 
Exports with Wildlife Health (BREWing Health)” 
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 Lead Investigator/Contact: Josh Ackerman, Western Ecological Research Center (jackerman@usgs.gov) 
This investigation furthers a collaborative effort of the Bureau of Land Management, the Cosumnes 
River Preserve, and the USGS (with funding from the State Water Resources Control Board and the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Ecosystem Restoration Program) to understand the factors affecting 
export of methylmercury from wetlands.  It will help restoration managers throughout the Estuary 
understand the relative merits of alternative marsh designs and the expectations for methylmercury 
export associated with the first years following construction. 
 

3. Assistance to the Incoming Administration 
Working with the new Administration is a high priority for us this year.  We expect to help the new team 
get up to speed on San Francisco Bay Delta issues, and to support implementation of the 
Administration’s science and data priorities. 
 


